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A boy at a Manchester 
High School was found in a 
locker down a barely used 
hallway after yesterday 
evening’s basketball game. 
After yelling himself hoarse, 
Luke, a freshman, was 
discovered by a member of 
the maintenance staff. It 
was determined that he had 
been enclosed in the locker 
for more than 3 hours. A 
source close to the boy said 
that he did not know who put 
him there, and that the boy 
wasn’t going to tell anyone.

Ryan
I helped put Luke in that 
locker. Oh, I didn’t physically 
shove him in there. That was 
all Todd and DeAndre. But I 
stood there and watched. And 
laughed along with the rest of 
the group. 

There are five of us who 
hang out together. And 
we’re all on the basketball 
team. I guess you could say 
that we are the stars of the 
team. We’re all starters and 
are hoping to get basketball 

scholarships to colleges. But 
Todd, he’s the bomb. Both he 
and DeAndre play football 
too. Todd’s smart, has a hot 
girlfriend, and is a really good 
point guard. He’s a really 
fun and nice guy. He’s the 
kind of guy who would give 
you the shirt off his back. 
As long as he likes you. And 
unfortunately for Luke, Todd 
doesn’t like him. 

Luke is this small techie 
kid who plays computer 
games with his other techie 
friends in the computer lab 
after school. Because they 
are all computer geeks, they 
are allowed in there after 
school to create and play their 
cheesy games. 

Now, I have nothing 
against Luke. He seems like 
an okay kid. But for some 
reason, Todd has it in for 
him. Tonight’s prank was the 
latest in a long list of  ’em, 
mostly harmless. I mean, 
yeah, I’ve squeezed shaving 
cream into the vents of Luke’s 
locker and done other small 
things. We all have. But I 

thought tonight’s prank went 
too far. But I went along with 
it like I always do. I didn’t 
think Todd would just leave 
him there. 

In the middle of halftime 
tonight I asked Todd if he 
let Luke out of the locker. “I 
can’t. I don’t even have the 
combination” was what he 
said. 

DeAndre
Oh man! Todd is hilarious! I 
would have loved to see that 
Luke kid’s face when someone 
finally came and let him out 
of that locker tonight! Well, 
maybe “let out” is not quite 
the way it happened. I guess 
the janitor had to break into 
that locker because no one 
could find the combination 
fast enough. The kid was 
screaming and screaming. I 
mean, get a grip! We were all 
just playing around. 

This is how it happened: 
Todd saw Luke turn down 
that hallway when we were 
heading to practice before 
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Discussion Questions:

1. There were five high school students involved in the “prank” on Luke—

Todd, Ryan, DeAndre, and two others. What were their roles according to 

the Bullying Circle?

2. Is this an example of bullying that you might see in your school? Why or 

why not? If not, what kinds of bullying do you see at your school? 

3. Are there kids like Luke who go to your school who are bullied? (No 

names please.) Have you witnessed the bullying? If so, what role(s) in the 

Bullying Circle have you played?

4. It can be difficult to stand up to a popular, athletic kid like Todd. What 

could you have done if you were Ryan? If you were DeAndre?
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the game. He asked us all if 
we thought Luke was small 
enough to fit in one of those 
lockers. I told him we should 
try it and find out. 

Luke is so small that it 
wasn’t too hard for me or 
Todd to just grab him and 
push him into that open 

locker. It was like when you’re 
trying to fit your football 
uniform, shoes, helmet, and 
shoulder pads into your gym 
bag. They barely fit, but you 
can still get the bag closed. 
That was the way Luke was 
squeezed into that locker. 
Man, was it funny! All of us 
just laughed when Todd shut 

the door and Luke started 
screaming. 

During halftime tonight 
I heard Ryan ask Todd if he 
let Luke out of the locker. 
Ryan just needs to lighten 
up. It was a harmless prank! 
And anyway, Luke’s out now 
isn’t he?


